
– 2 –
May 6, 2008 


State of New Mexico 

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES DEPARTMENT

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​TO:

Those Invited to The 8th Annual Adoption Express on

Sunday,  June 8th, 2008   ---  RSVP deadline May 28th  

except  Angel Flight passengers (May 23rd deadline---see below)

FROM:
Diane Granito, CYFD Adoption Outreach Manager

DATE:

May 7th, 2008
SUBJECT:
Adoption Express Details 
We hope you are planning to attend the 8th Annual Adoption Express, hosted by CYFD, Heart Gallery of New Mexico Foundation, First Judicial District CASA, The Adoption Exchange & Santa Fe Southern Railway!  In addition to thanking our foster and adoptive parents and providing a fun day for many special children, an important goal of this highly anticipated event is to give approved adoptive families the chance to meet children who need adoptive homes in a relaxed environment. The scenic train ride will be followed by great food, then fun with “bouncy houses”, entertainment, games, a prize store, and goody bags for all children….plus some surprises!

There is no charge to any participants for this event.

Special Notes for foster families:
We appreciate your ensuring that the waiting child or children you are fostering has the opportunity to attend this unique event. We also want you to have fun! You may bring children in your household who are not freed for adoption, and your biological children.

Santa Fe Southern Railway (SFSR) sells drinks and snacks on the train. The ride takes approximately one hour and there will be plenty of free food and beverages in Lamy.

Special notes for approved adoptive families:
You are allowed to bring any children in your home. Please take advantage of the opportunities to interact with the waiting children. Please approach an adoption consultant (wearing flower leis) regarding children in whom you are interested. They may be able to discuss general matters about the child with you, but you will be contacted the week after the event about your inquiry to discuss your interest in more detail. Please do not discuss adoption or foster care with or in front of the children.  We will have CYFD-approved photographers present; other photographs of foster children are not permitted without CYFD approval.
Event details: Schedule and procedures
The train leaves the Santa Fe Southern Railroad depot, located at 410 S. Guadalupe St. (behind Tomasita’s restaurant) promptly at ten a.m. on Sunday, June 8th. Registration will take place from 9:00  a.m.  until 9:45 a.m., then we will board the train.  Please look for the appropriate sign-in table on the train platform. The train will leave Lamy at 2:00 pm, and arrive at 3:15 pm.

Of the children attending, only those who are available for adoption will be given name tags (“Conductors”), so prospective adoptive parents can identify them.  CYFD adoption consultants will wear flower leis so they are easily identifiable, and waiting adoptive parents will wear “Engineer” name tags; CYFD staff members will wear badges/name tags.

Foster parent travel expenses

Please check with your CYFD social worker regarding this issue. Since this is a CYFD-sponsored recruitment activity you may be reimbursed for transporting waiting children.

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THOSE WHO LIVE FAR FROM SANTA FE:

Angel Flight West, a nonprofit organization, and its wonderful pilots will donate roundtrip flights on private planes to Santa Fe from towns outside the Santa Fe/Albuquerque area, including but not limited to Farmington, Las Cruces, Silver City, Raton and Roswell. Please contact  Diane Granito (see below) by May 23rd  so these special arrangements can be made in time.

Driving directions to the Santa Fe train depot  from the I-25 St. Francis Drive exit:
Upon exiting I-25, go STRAIGHT (NORTH) ON ST. FRANCIS DRIVE for  2.47 miles  

Turn RIGHT onto CERRILLOS RD and continue for  0.3 miles  

Turn LEFT onto S GUADALUPE ST.  and continue for 0.36 miles  

The depot is behind Tomasita’s restaurant; the trains are visible from the street. Tomasita’s is closed on Sundays so parking is available in the entire lot.

Additional notes:
Please don’t let children in your party roam throughout the train or picnic grounds unaccompanied!  There is shade in Lamy in most areas but please bring sunscreen and/or a hat.  Large parties might want to bring a picnic blanket or folding chairs.

Space is limited: Please make sure to reserve your places with Diane

by May 31st  (May 23rd if flying in); deadline extensions are considered on a case by case basis 

Telling your social worker is great but you STILL NEED TO RESERVE WITH DIANE

Further details/reservations:

Diane Granito 

505-476-1045 or dianeg.granito@state.nm.us
Please let me know your status (adoptive family, or foster family and of whom), and the number of adults, teens and children in your party 
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DORIAN DODSON


CABINET SECRETARY





BILL DUNBAR


DEPUTY CABINET SECRETARY





MARISOL ATKINS


DEPUTY CABINET SECRETARY








BILL RICHARDSON


GOVERNOR





DIANE DENISH


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR















